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283 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NR 21.02

Chapter NR 21
WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA BOUNDARY WATERS

NR 21.01 Purpose. NR 21.09 Carp as bait.
NR 21.015 License waiver .
NR 21.02 Definitions. Subchapter 1l — Commercial Fishing o o
o NR 21.10 Boundary watercommercial fishing restriction.
Subchapter | — Sport Fishing NR 21.10 Commerecial fishing restrictions.
NR 21.03 Reciprocity sport fishing or spearing and dip netting.
NR 21.04  Sport fishing; seasons and limits. Subchapter IV — Turtles
NR 21.05 Sale of fish. NR 21.13 Turtles.
HS g%'ggs Eigcr)]ni‘;flshlng restrictions. Subchapter V — General Povisions
: g near dams. NR21.14  Tr rtation of fish and turtl
NR 21.07 Ice fishing shelters. : ransportation ot fish and turties.
NR 21.15 Fish refuges.
Subchapter || — Minnows NR 21.16 Taking of fish by and for the department.
NR 21.08 Minnow nets and traps. NR 21.17 Conflicting rules.

Note: Chapter NR 21 as it existed on February 28, 1979, was repealed and a new8) “Daily bag limit” has the meaning given inNR 20.03 (8)
chapteNR 21 was createdfettive March 1, 1979. Corrections made under s. 13. 3 B e
(2m) (b) 7., Stats Register January1999, No. 517 br fish and for turtles means the maximum number specified by
rule of a turtle species which may be reduced to a perpasses
NR 21.01 Purpose. (1) This chaptgralong with other sionin a single day

applicablerules and statutes, regulates fishing in thisddhsin— (9) “Deadset gill net” means a gill net that is set and allowed

Minnesotaboundary waters. to catch fish without being moved and without constant net attend
(2) Therules contained in this chapter are not intended to, nenceby the operator

do they authorize, the sale or introduction into interstatet (10) “Detrimental fish” means all species of Asian carp,

mercefor purposes of human consumption or use fish tileen  jncluding bighead, silvergrass and black carp.
the Wisconsin—Minnesota boundary watevkich fail to meet or (11) “Dressedfish” means a fish with the head and viscera
comply with food and drug administration (FDA) standards. oovedbut the tail on.

History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278eff. 3-1-79. . X
(12) “Drift net” means a net of antypethat is not staked or
NR 21.015 License waiver . (1) On the first Saturday and anchorecat one or both ends and is free to drift or move under the
consecutivesunday of June and the third Saturday and consednfluence of wind or water current, whether or not the net has
tive Sunday of January each yeao fishing licensés required to constaninet attendance.

fish the Wsconsin-Minnesota boundary waters. (13) “Drive netting” means a method of operating a net so that
_(2) Thelicense waiver of sulf1) does not apply to commer the operator is in constant net attendance and uses boats, motors,
cial fishing license requirements. oars,plungers or other devices to create sound or vibrations in the

History: Cr. Register April, 1987, No.376 efl. 5-1-87; am. (1)Register April,  waterso as to chase, move or drive fisttia direction of the net.
1989,No. 40Q eff. 5-1-89; am. (1)Register May, 1995, No. 473eff. 6-1-95;CR i~ . ” X K R
13-001 am. (1)Register August 2013 No. 69f. 9-1-13. (14) “Drive set gill net” means a gitiet that is operated with

out being moved and has constant net attendance.

NR 21.02 Definitions. Except as otherwise specifically (15) “Fisher” means any person engaged in fishing.

definedin the statutes, thfellowing terms, for the purposes of this

chapterare defined as follows: (16) “Framenet” or “fyke net” has the meaning given &
(1) “Bait net” has the meaning given inR 22.02 (1) 22'02(15’)‘_ ., . )
(2) “Buffalo net” has the meaning given iR 22.02 (2) ¢ (t17) Gill net” has the meaning found in29.522 (2) (b)
ats.

(3) “Closedseason” means that period of the year not include

; ; . ; e (18) “Hooking” means, as used inSR 21.13 anyactivity
|tr;rt.he operseason for each species of fish as provided in this Chz\%v ich utilizes adull-pointed, metal, barbless hook attached to a

(4) “Commercialfish” means rough and detrimental fish asStaf to remove a turtle from a body of water

defined by this chaptershovelnose (hackleback) sjeon 25 (19) “Hoop net” has the meaning given in\R 22.02 (18)
incheslong or longer only when taken on setlines, catfish 15 (20) “Lead” has the meaning given inR 22.02 (19)
incheslong or longer or dressed catfish at least 12 inches long and21) “Length” for the purposes of measurimgfish, unless
bullheadsof any length wheitaken with commercial fishing gear otherwisespecified, means the distance measured in a straight line
andall taken while fishing under a commercial fishing license difom thetip of the snout to the outermost end of the tail with the
the Mississippi River tail or caudal fin fully extended.

(5) “Commercialfishing gear” or “commercial gear” is that  (22) “Lower pool 7" means that part of the Mississippi River
equipmentspecifically authorized for use in commercial fishingrpoundedon the north by an imaginary line at a compass bearing

by this chapter of 65 1/2 degrees from river mile marker 709.5 to the north end
(6) “Commercial fishing licenses” means thosicenses of the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe main railroad track
issuedpursuant to s29.523and29.533 Stats. bridgethat crosses the Black River; on the east by the Burlington

(7) “Constantnet attendance” means the continuous preserfd@rthernand Santa Fe main railroad tracks;the south by the
of a commercial fisher who remains on the water or ice withlA-S.army corps of engineers lock and dam 7 dike; and oneke
sightof his or her nets at all times withdhe aid of vision magni Py the state line boundary betweerséénsin and Minnesota.
fying devices such as binoculars gpotting telescopes, except (23) “Lower pool 8" means that part of the Mississippi River
thatafter a net has been drawn, a licenseaimercial fisher may boundedon the north bgtate highway 16; on the east by the-Bur
temporarilyleave the net to transport fish taken from the nat toington Northern and Santa Fe main railroad tracks; on the south
landing. by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock and dam 8 dike; and on
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thewest by the state line boundary betweesddhsin and Min (38) “Upper pool 8" means that part of the Mississippi River
nesota. boundedon the north by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock and
(24) “Minnows” means all species defined as such in §am?7 dike, on the east by the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
29.001] Stats., and bullheads not exceeding four inchénigth. mainrailroad tracks, on the south by state highway 16, and on the
(25) “Mississippi River” means all waterlying between the westby the state line boundary betweeltis¥dnsin and Minne
Chicago,Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific railroad tracks on thgota.
Minnesotaside of the riverand the Burlington Northern and (39) “Wisconsin—Minnesotdoundary waters” for sport fish
SantaFe railroad tracks lying on thei¥¢onsin side of the river ing purposes, means all waters of the Mississippi Rhadte St.
Mississippi River includes Lake Onalaska and Lake Pepin.  Croix, the St. Croix River from the Burlington Northern and Santa
(26) “Possessiotimit” has the meaning given in R 20.03 Ferailroad bridge at Prescott, as famimortherly direction as the
(31) for fish, except in SNR 21.13where “possession limit” St. Croix River forms and acias boundary waters between the
meansthe maximum number of a turtle speciegmup of turtle  Statesof Wisconsin and Minnesota, and the St. Louis River from
speciesset in SNR 21.13which may be possessed by a person the north-south Wsconsin-Minnesotaboundary line down
anytime. streamto the Lake Superior beadime in the Superior entry
(27) “Rough fish” means all species defined as such in gicluding St. Louis BaySuperior Bay Little Pokegama Bay
29.00], Stats., and detrimental fishcluding amur carp which is Pokegamaay upstream to highway 105, Kimballs Bepward
alsoknown as grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella). Bay, Allouez Bay and all other Bays connected to the St. Louis

(28) “Seine” has the meaning found in28.522 (3) Stats River. For the purpose of taking turtles and commercial fishing,
) " “Wisconsin—Minnesotdoundary waters” means all waters from

in g((z)?)a “sse(ierzge?na::lflljd?%agggesrlr?gr?te gﬁﬂggﬁ é?tg(rei\\//?rll ;?gﬁ mpt?]( e Burlington Northern and Sante Fe railroad tracks on the east
directionof the net, drawing difting the net, or both, to entrap side of the Mississippi River and from the east bank of the St.

fish by retrievingone or both ends of the net, bagging the fish i roix Riverin Wisconsin, extending west to the state line between

: o isconsinand Minnesota.
the net, sorting and removal dhe game fish in the net and History: Cr. Register February 1979, No. 278eff. 3-1-79; am. (2Register,

removalof all fish from the net. ~ April, 1983, No. 328ef. 5-1-83; rand recr(9), Register February1991, No. 422
Note: A single seine haul may take more time day to complete from the time eff. 3-1-91; am. (2)Registey December1993, No. 456ef. 1-1-94; cr (4m), (6m)
thenet is set until all fish have been removed from the net. and(15m), am. (10)Registey February1997, No. 494eft. 3-1-97; am. (2), (4m),

“ ine” i i i 9) and (16) and ci(4g), (4p). (5e), (5m), (5t), (6gh7m), (7r), (1f), (11m), (15
(30) “Setline" has the meaning given inkR 20.03 (36pnd gr?dzgSv(),R)ezri]ste(}(ogt)oée’rj)lggg)N(o.n%)l,zgeif). l(lgg—rggi;Ealr?(l(G),)Régig:gzrg\/la)e)

is also commonly known as a trotline. 1999,No. 521 ef. 6-1-99:CR 04-024am. (4m) and (1GRegister December 2004
(31) “Slat net” or “basket trap” has the meaning given INR.  No. 58§ ef. 1-1-05,CR 10-053r. and recrRegister December 2010 No. 6&f.

22.02(28). 1-1-11;renumbering of (15) and (16) and correction in (30) made unii8ro (4)
' ' L . L . (b) 1. and7,, Stats.Register December 2010 No. 660
(32) “Sport fishing” or “angling” means any fishing, inchud

ing the methods commonly known as hook and line fishing or Subchapter! — Sport Fishing

angling,whichis conducted without a commercial fishing license
andwith other than commercial fishing gebut does not include NR 21.03 Reciprocity , sport fishing or spearing and

thetakln“g of turtles. ) . dip netting. All residentsof Wisconsin and Minnesota holding
(33) “Stretchmeasure” means the extension measure of _Fesident fishing license from their respective statessidents
meshsize whenever the size of mesh of a net is specified anghifierthan Wsconsin and Minnesota holding an angling or sport
the distancebetween the extreme angles of any single mesh Withhing license issued by either stateay fish in any of the waters
the mesh fully stretched. of the Mississippi rivellying between the Burlington Northern
(34) “Supervisor’means anylepartment employee assignedindSanta Fe railroad tracks on thés@énsin side of the river and
or designated to oversee fishing activities conducted under ttlie Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific railroad tracks on

chapter. the Minnesota side of the riveincluding all sloughs and backwa
(35) “Trammelnet” has the meaning found ir29.522 (2Ya), ters, bays and newly—extended water areas connected with the
Stats. main channel of the Mississippi river by a channel which is-navi

(36) “Turtle” means a reptilbaving horytoothless jaws and gableat periods when the water is approximately equal to normal

abody enclosed in a bony or leathery shell into which the hed®0! elevation as created by the U.S. department of the andy
limbs and tail may beartially or fully withdrawn, and includes N the waters of Lake St. Croix, and the St. Croix river anthe
partsof turtles and turtle eggs. Louis river as defined in R 21.02 (39) This reciprocity applies

“ " cciccinmi BiuaPNly to sport fishing, spearing, dip nettiramd the taking of min
(37) “Upper pool 7" means that part of the Mississippi Rivef wsand crayfish for such fishing.

boundedon the north by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock ang” X : o .

damé dike; on the east by the Burlington Northamd Santa Fe bgi'fé‘;%y;NS.“éi%%‘ﬁ?iffﬁ’é‘é?éﬁi’é%gé’ﬁéiﬁée% December 2010 No. 660
main railroad tracks; on the south by an imaginary line at a coaff. 1-1-1.

passbearing of 651/2 degrees from river mile marker 709.5 to the

north endof the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe main railroad NR 21.04 Sport fishing; seasons and limits. All regu
track bridge that crosses the Black River; and on the west by thdonsapplicable to sport fishing are fdlows unless expressly
state line boundary betweenidsbnsin and Minnesota. providedelsewhere in this chapter or the |428.11, 29.041)

Kind of fish and locality Open season (both dates inclusive)  Daily bag limit Minimum length (inches)

(1) LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS

(a) St. Louis river Saturday preceding Memorial Day to 5 in aggregate 14
March 1

(b) St. Croix river upstream from the dam at St. Croix FallsSSaturday preceding Memorial Day to, 5 in aggregate 14
but not including, the second Monday
in September

Second Monday in September to
March 1
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NR 21.04

Kind of fish and locality

Open season (both dates inclusive)

Daily bag limit

Minimum length (inches)

(c) St. Croix river downstream from the dam at St. Croix

Falls to the highway #10 bridge at Prescott March 1

(d) Mississippi river Continuous
(2) WALLEYE AND SAUGER

(a) St. Croix river downstream to Prescott
(c) Mississippi river Continuous

(d) St. Louis river
nearest Memorial Day to March 1

(3) NORTHERN PIKE
(a) St. Croix river downstream to Prescott
(b) Mississippi river from Prescott downstream Continuous

(c) St. Louis river
nearest Memorial Day to March 1

(4) WHITE OR YELLOW BASS, CRAPPIES, ROCK
BASS, SUNFISH OR BLUEGILLS AND YELLOW
PERCH

Continuous

(5) CATFISH

(a) St. Louis River and St. Croix river downstream to the Continuous
highway #10 bridge at Prescott

(b) Mississippi river from Prescott downstream Continuous
(6) BULLHEADS Continuous
(7) LAKE STURGEON

(a) St. Croix river downstream from the dam at St. Croix
Falls

First Saturday in September to
September 30

June 16 to Friday preceding the first

Saturday preceding Memorial Day to 5 in aggregate

5in aggregate

SaturdaynearesMay 1 to March 1 6 in aggregate

6 in aggregate

Saturday 2 weeks prior to the Saturday? in aggregate

SaturdaynearesMay 1 o March 1 5

5

Saturday 2 weeks prior to the Saturday?

25 of each

10 in aggregate

25 in aggregate

No bag limit

1 per season

0 (Catch-and-

Saturday in September and October 1 release only)

to March 1

(b) Mississippi river downstream from the Redhg/dam,
St. Louis river

June 16 to April 14

(c) Mississippi river from the Red Mg dam upstream, St.  June 16 to March 1
Croix river upstream from the dam at St. Croix Falls (to the
dam at Gordon flowage in Douglas county)

NOTE: Sub. (7) is shown as affected eff. 4-1-16 by CR 15-023. Prior to 4-1-16 €gds:
(7) LAKE STURGEON

(a) St. Croix river First Saturday in September to

September 30
October 1 to October 15

(b) Mississippi river, St. Louis river and St. Cioix river
upstream from the dam at St. Cpix Falls

No open season

(8) SHOVELNOSE STURGEON

(a) Mississippi river from the Red Wy dam upstream and June 16 to March 1
the St. Croix and St. Louis rivers

NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended eff. 4-1-16 by CR 15-023. Prior to 4-1-16 ga) reads:

(a) Mississippi river from the Red Wng dam upstream
and the St. Coix and St. Louis rivers

No open season

(b) Mississippi river from the Red M§ dam downstream  Continuous

(9) PADDLEFISH (SPOONBILL CAFISH) No open season
(10) ROUGH FISH Continuous
(11) MUSKELLUNGE

(a) St. Croix riverSt. Louis river Mississippi river Saturday nearest Memorial Day to

November 30

NOTE: Par. (a) is shown as amended eff. 4-1-16 by CR 15-023. Prior to 4-1-16 pa) reads:

0, Catch and
release only

0, Catch and
release only

1 per season

0 (Catch-and-
release only)

0, Catch and
release only

No bag limit

14

14

No size limit for saugen5 for walleye

No size limit for saugen5 for walleye

No size limit for saugen5 for walleye

Nosize limit
No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

60 inches

60 inches

No size limit

No size limit

50 inches
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NR 21.04 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 286
Kind of fish and locality Open season (both dates inclusive)  Daily bag limit Minimum length (inches)
(a) St. Croix river and Mississippi river from Prescott Saturday nearest Memorial Day to 1 40 inches
downstream March 1
(b) St. Louis river Saturday nearest Memorial Day to 1 50 inches
March 1

NOTE: Par. (b) is repealed eff. 4-1-16 by CR 15-023.

(12) CRAYFISH (29.415-new) May 1 to March 1 No bag limit No size limit
(13) TROUT AND SALMON

(a) St. Louis river — see NR 20.20 (16) (9) 1.

NOTE: Sub. (13) is shown as affected eff. 4-1-16 by CR 15-023. Prior to 4-1-16 sub. (é8}is:

(13) TROUT AND SALMON St. Louis river First Saturday in May at 5:00 a.m. to 5 in aggregate of Brook trout 8
September 30, except as prvided in ~ which only 2 brown trout 10
s. NR 20.20 (16) (g) 1 may be brown rainbow trout 12

trout exceeding  salmon 12
15" and only 1 of

which may be

rainbow tr out

(14) OTHER SPECIES Inland regulations of adjoining counties as contained in ch.
NR 20 apply

(15) No person may have in possession or under control mdrem sunrise to sunset from the Saturday nearest April 21 to March
thanthe daily bag limit of fish or turtles while on the ice, watersl, except that the use of dip nets and landing nets not to exceed 24
bankor shore of the W@consin-Minnesota boundary waters. inchesin diameter or square for the taking of rough fish inShe

(16) A person may not possess or haveler control more Croix river downstream to the St. Croix Fatlam is permitted
than2 times the daily bag limit of fish, or more than the possessil@M the Saturday nearest May 15 to June 30 eachgedibow

limit of turtles when not on the waters or ice during the open s@@darrow or crossbow may be possessed and used for spearing
sonfor each species. roughfish from sunset to sunrise during the open season for spear

History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; am. (7) (a) and.cr INg rough fish.

7) (b), Register Decembgr1987, No. 384eff. 1-1-88; am. (1) (a), renum. (1) (b i i i i i

go)b(e )(1) (cc)J: cr(1) (b),Register November1988, No. 395ef. 1(2)-£—)88; e#mg. (ar?n( ) (€) May O.nly fish with a line .Or Imgs while the.y are atte.nded'
(2),(3) and (1), ef. 4-25-89; am. (1) (c), (2) to (4) andLjLrenum, (13) to (15) (2) Any fish takenand retained in possession that is not
?fl()lg)tg él?s)i ecrr(Fle%thaergIigegfilcgnlgelrelf?fis9_,ll\gf}%§ﬁé)-(ld-)9<2:3«'=)m(16)(7()7§1?g) releasedreely into the water immediately afteapture shall be
(8) (a), ’(n)%a) and (13)Re}>/gistefDe(femberi993, No. 455eff. 1—1—94; am. @), ' con&derecbart of the anglés dally bag limit.

RegisterDecemberl996, No. 492ef. 4-1-97; rand recr(15),Registey October (3) Possessionf illegal equipment. No speapring gafor

1998, No. 514ef. 10-1-98;r. (2) (b), am. (2) (c)Register January1999, No. 517 : -
eff. 4-1-99: am. (1)Register December1999, No. 52gef. 4-1-00,CR 01-012 20w and arrow shall be possessed in a fish house (shanty). -No per

am.(2) (a) and (3) (aRegister November 2001 No. 55i. 4-1-02; correction in - SOnshall have in possession on the water or immediate banks of

(13) was made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Statsgjster November 2001 No. 551 thewater any Speabow and arrovor similar device except dur
CR04-024 am.(16)Register December 2004 No. 5&8. 1-1-05;CR 06-01: am.

(2) (a) and (d) and (3p)Register September 2006 No. 668 4-1-07.CR 07-014  INg the open season.

S () DIRege ey 0o, 98, 1L GGCR08 iz, ((epeg. () No person mayish by snagging, foul hooking or atempt
i ugu . . 1-1-09; - . i ; : H ; ini
Ay 658 ef. 11-1-10.CR 15-023 am. (7) (a). (b), cr (7) (©), iy ® (@) @ ingto hook fish other than in the mouth. Possessing, retaining or

(a), r. (11) (b), renum. (13) to (13) (a) and anRegister December2015 No. 720  failing to immediately release fish hooketter than in the mouth
eff. 4-1-16. is prohibited.

. . . History: Cr.Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; am(1) (a),Register,
- NR21.05 Sale offish. (1) Fish, other than rough fish dur pecember1985,No. 360 ef. 1-1-86; am. (1) (d)Register November 1994, No.
ing the open season, taken by hook &nd, spear or bow and 467 ef. 1-1-95; am. (2)RegisterMay, 1996, No. 485eff. 6-1-96;CR 01-012cr.

(4), Register November 2001 No. 55f. 4-1-02;CR 08-010am. (1) (b) and (d)
arrow shall not be sold, purchasdmrtered, dered for sale, or RegisteNovember 2008lo0. 635 ef. 4-1-09;CR 09-051am. (1) (dRegister June

tlznéiiflcggtg(gsmzig 5p§93)3953i0n for the purposesale or barter 2010No. 654 ef. 7-1-10,CR 13-001am. (1) (dRegister Auguit 2013 No. 692
.11,29. , 29. eff. 9-1-13.

(2) Roughfish taken by other than commercial gear rhay _— . .
boughtand sold during the open seasonwholesale fish dealisr 1'1‘? 21d02615 1 F'Sﬂ!nﬁ near dams. " Notwithstanding sgm? h
licenseis required if such fish asbld to any person other than the?1-11 and 21.15 which remain in déct, no person may fis
final consumer(23.11, 29.503, 29.539) within 200 feet of any fishwayock or dam byany means other

History: Cr. Registey February1979, No. 278eff. 3-1-79. thanhook and line.
History: CR 01-012cr. Register November 2001 No. 554f. 4-1-02.

NR 21.06 Sport fishing restrictions. (1) Exceptas N - .
otherwise expressly provided, only the following methods oy NR 21.07 Ice fishing shelters. ~ Buildings, vehicles,
mannerf fishing shall be lawful. Any person: (29.041) ti,rﬁti?’gsphufgggggi grtﬁgn&?;;g‘ggzrmaéig uSste%?(?i)Eh?hlgeSftor

(@) May fish for f's.h with no more than 3 hooks, baits or Iure%roix river andSt. Louis river as defined inNR 21.02 (39from

(b) May use landingiets and a ghbnly for the purpose of (hetimethe ice forms; provided, howevéhat all such enclosures
landinga fish that is legally hooked. Howeykmding nets may o shelters shall be removed from the ice on or before March 1 of
be used to remove winterkilled fish those areas and at thoS€achyear The door of any sucknclosure or shelter must be
timesdesignated by the department by postamg] to net fish as equippedwith a latch which will permit the door to be readily
authorizedwith the use of dip nets under this chapter oNEh2Q  ohenedirom the outside at all times while the enclosure or shelter

(c) May take, catch, kill or fish for fish by means of trollingis occupied. Fishing shelters that are not occupied or otherwise
from a motor—driven boat, sailboat or other boats. in use shall have the name and residential address of the person

(d) Except in Lake Superipits bays andributaries, may take owning such shelter or enclosure painted or permanerftkedf
roughfish by means of spedrow and arroncrossbowor dip nets in the English language on the outsalehe structure with letter
and landing nets not to exceed 24 inches in diaroetguare only ing a minimum of one inch square. Residents a$adhsin or
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Minnesotaangling from a fish house shall comply with the law of Subchapter Il — Minnows
their respectivestates relative to licensing and identification of . .
fish houses. Residents states other than ¢onsin and Minne . R 21.08  Minnow nets and traps. Except as provided

sota who hold a nonresident fishing license from either state Fr?é’?lnlqeltz\?v'itzr?ﬁg?szgr'?a(15)igdt)hgoseeliizri]srn\?el;atl)(eglrzrc])r?trggr
comply with the law of the issuing state relative to the licensi keminnows or shiners fPom Rt Loﬁis fiver onl pthose miny
andidentification of fish houses. : Yy

History: Cr Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79.CR 10-053amRe- NOW S€ines, minnow dip nets, cast nets, minnow traps or crayfish
gisterDecember 2010 No. 666f. 1-1-11; CR 13-001 am.Register August 2013 Scoopsdescribed a®llows and operated in the manner specified
No. 692, efl. 9-1-13. may be used for the taking of minnows:

Note: For the reference to BIR 20.20 see (73) (L) 5. of that table.

Type of Gear Period Gear May be Used Specifications Restrictions

(a) Seine All year Seines shall not exceed 50 feet in length and 8 feet
in width flat measure and shall not contain mesh
which exceeds one-half inch stretch measure.

(b) Dip Net All year Dip nets shall consist of a square or round frame n@ip nets may only be used by the method of raising
to exceed 8 feet in diameter or square with netting or lowering them in a vertical direction.
suspended from it which when lifted makes a bag
not to exceed 4 feet deep.

(c) Traps All year Traps shall not exceed 24 inches in length and 16 Traps must have securely attached to them a label
inches in diameter with an opening in the throat of or tag bearing the name and address of the owner in
the trap no lager than one and one-half inches in the English language.

diameter.
Traps must be raised and the minnows removed at
least once a day between one hour before sunrise
and one hour after sunset.
(d) Cast Net All year Cast nets shall not exceed 7 feet in diameter or mesh

of more than one-half inch stretch measure.

(e) Crayfish Scoop All year A metal frame covered with hardware cloth not to May be used to harvest crayfish, minnows and
exceed 4 feet in length, 2 feet in width and 18 inchesagon fly larva.
in depth. A handle of any length may be attached.

History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; emay. am. (intro.), df 4-25-89; am. (intro.)Registey December1989, No. 408eff. 1-1-90; am. (intro.),
RegisterDecember1993, No. 456eff. 1-1-94;CR 04-024 am. (intro.)Register December 2004 No. 5&f. 1-1-04; correction in (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b)
7., Stats. Register December 2004 No. 588

NR 21.09 Carp as bait. Live carp takermnd possessed for revokedmay not act as a helper or crew member for another
the purpose of bait shall only be transported live by boat or otherenseeduring the period of suspension or revocation.
floating conveyance while inpossession on Metonsin- Note: Names and addresses of fish helpers and crew members may be submitted
Minnesotaboundary waters. with thefisher's application for a license to the Department of Natural Resources,

h . ) . - Mississippi River License application — CS/1,@? Box 7924, MadisonWI
History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79;CR 10-053am.Re- " ! . - ’
gisterDecember 2010 No. 666f. 1-1-11. 53707-7924r may be submitted along with a licensemonthly catch report.

(a) All game fish that are not commercial fish and all fish that

Subchapterll — Commer cial Fishing arelisted in chNR 27as endangered or threatespécies that are

takenwith any net or setline shdle immediately returned to the
waterwith as little injuryas possible as soon as they appear in the
operation. Seines may not be bagged in a manner that causes
eithergame fish that are nobmmercial fish or fish that are listed
in ch.NR 27 as endangered or threatened species to die while
haggedin the net. The presence of dead game fish that are not
commercialfish or dead fish that are listed in &R 27 as endan

gearor turtle traps beyond the state line boundaries of the stat@§ed or threatened species in a seine bag shall be primeviacie
which the license was issued. denceof a violation of this paragraph.

History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; r and recr Register, (b) Each person required to hold a commercial fishing license
October,1998, No. 514eff. 10-1-98CR 10-053am.Register December 2010 No. shall be present at all times when any of hieernets or setlines
660 eff. 1-1-11. are set, placed, tended or operated. The licensesdbesed to
e - be present when fish are removed from a bagged seine or crib
NR 21.11 Commercial fishing restrictions. (1) GEN- piie thelicensee transports commercial fish on the water or ice

ERAL RESTRICTIONS. No person may conduct commercial fishing, . - : : 2 .
operationsunless he or she has first obtained the appropria g's tending to the loadingf commercial fish at a boat landing.

licenseor licenses required under 88.523and29.533 Stats. A (c) Measurement of mesh size is by stretch measure. Such
commerciaffisher shall carry each license with him or her at alnéasurementapply to net meshes when in use andlfmvance
timeswhile engaged in any part of commercial fishing and shafill be madefor the shrinkage due to any cause. (29.041, 29.516,
exhibit the license to the department onitardens on demand. 29-522)

Eachcommercial fishing licensee must be a resident of tlee W (cf) No person may mark or tag a net or setline with his or her
consin. Commercial fish helperand crew members are notlicense number or metal tag if the oetsetline is already marked
requiredto hold a license but a commercial fisher using helpers artagged by anothdicensed commercial fishezxcept that up to
crewmembers who do not hold aisonsin commercial fishing two commercial fishers may each place one of their net tags on the
licenseshall submito the department a list of all unlicensed helpsamenet and may lift or operate this net when it is agreed to by
ers’ or crew members’ names and addresses along with the fishthcommercial fishersOnly one net flag with one number may
er's application for a license or before the helper or aresnber bedisplayed on a net at any tiraad only the commercial fisher
beginsto assist the licensee. Commercial fishers whose commwehoseflag is attached to the net may set, plaeed, operate or

cial fishing approvals or privileges haugeen suspended orlift the net.

NR 21.10 Boundary water , commercial fishing
restriction.  For the purpose of fishing under a commerieshk
ing license or the taking of turtles, in thésconsin—Minnesota
boundary waters, licensed commercial fishers and agétie
licenseesre restricted to the state boundaries of the state they
licensedunder No person may operate any commerfigdling
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(cm) No person may set, place, tend or operate any netor set 4. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Round
line that is marked or tagged with the license number or metal tageslying in Trempealeau county

of another persorexcept for crew members acting under the ~ 5.In the Mississippi river within 300 feet of the mouth of any

directionof the licensee while the licensee is present. streamtributary to the Mississippi river
(d) There are no bag limits for any commercial species other 6. In lower pool 8, Bluf Slough from 7th Streatownstream
than are expressly provided in this chap{2®.041) to where Bluf Slough enters Running Slough.

(e) Improperly placed or taggemmmercial fishing gearisa  (c) No person may set or use the typegitbhets listed in this
public nuisance and will be seized and held by the department spragraphn the following areas, during the periods indicated:
jectto order of the court. _ 1. Open water gill nesets are prohibited in Lake St. Croix

(9) No licenseccommercial fisher or any member of his or hefrom the highway 64 bridge at Houlton, downstream to its cenflu
crewor any person with the commercial fisher or crew may posncewith the Mississippi river at all times.
sessany game fish that areot commercial fish while operating 2. peadset gill nets and drive set gill nets may not be used in
commercialgear on the ice or in the open watershef state or oo 4, between river mile 780 and 797 from March 1 through
whentraveling to or from the operation of the gear May 31.

(h) No person may possess or control commercial fishéag 3. Dead set gill nets may not be used in all of lower pal 7
not authorized for use in the ig¢onsin-Minnesota boundary gny time.
watersby this chapter while on the ice tre open waters of the ") Aqqitional gill net restrictions. 1. Only gill nets with a
state or while engaged in a fishing operation involving thos?neshof 7 inches stretch measure 6gh’§rmay be used
watgrs. ) . . - 2. Gill nets may not be used as a drift net and may not be used
(i) All fishers required to be licensed under the provisions gf o place of a seine
$s.29.523and29.533 Stats., shall complete and submit monthly 3. At each end of e\./ery gill net set in open water thbed

reports on forms availabfeom the department. All reports Sha”bea buoyon each end of the gang. The buoys shall havefa staf

be submitted to the department by the 10th of the mfmilitwing .
each month the commerciigheris required to be licensed. EacHEXtendingat least 3 feet above the surface of the wasgon the
upperend of thestaf there shall be a flag at least 10 inches square.

monthly report shall be signed by the commercial fishEach > ; U
commerciaffishershall report all fish sold or kept whether thes&/POnthe bowl of the buoys there shall be maintained in plain fig
esthe license number of the licensee. On gill nets set through

fish were legally or illegally taken or obtained, the buyers na

addressaind phone numbeandall other information requested onthe ice there shall be maintained on each efiithe gang a board
the report form. or similar materialwhich shall bear the license number autho

(k) Commercial fish taken by commercial gear pursuant to 11fg'"9 the use _Of the net_. . .
chapter may be sold only by the licensed commercial fishese 4. Each gill net set in open water shall be lifted and emptied
gearwas used to take the fish. A commercial fisher may not s@f| @l fish at least once each day following the day set. Each gill
fish taken under the authority ahother fishes license, unless he netset under the ice shall be lifted and emptied of fish at least once
or she sells the other fisherfish under the authority of a whele €very2 days following the day set.
salefish dealers license. 5. Gill nets may not be set, drawn, lifted or operated in any

(L) No person may remove roe from a commercial fish whiff@nnerbetween one—half hour after sunset and one hour before

on the waterice, bank or shore. Commercial fish shathain ~Sunrisewithout prior permission of the department.
intactuntil thefish reaches the final processing facility or place %iNote. Contact a local departmetinservation warden or fish manager to request

busi fth ial fish or permission.
usinesot the commercial fisher 6. Gill nets may not be set in a manner that will shiitrafre

(p) The depla}rtr;?_ent or itsmaegem?hm?yr:?qu"e ant)_’ Operf?]tortl%none—half the width of any channel, bay or slough.
any commercial fishing gear tease the fishing operations when : I
the department finds these operations are destruotiy@me fish erZiaﬁ%'ﬂgfest n1iﬁ1¥]2? to??rZﬁﬁéNﬁg'tn 1,000 feet of any other-com
or they will endanger any other species of wild animal. (29.0455 9 ) o
: 8. Shovelnose (hackleback) gieobn may not be taken in gill
(q) The department by its agents, employees or wardens n?}@fs
in the absence of tHeensee, at any time, raise any commercial™

i ; ; ; ; 9. Game fish that are not commercial fish and other fish that
gss;hérl%)gear with as litte damage as may be for InSpeCtlon':(23'%1relisted in chNR 27as endangered or threatened species which

are taken by gill nets shall be immediateyurned, carefully and

() The use or operation of all commercial gear except tho\f\’/ﬁh as little injury as possible to the water from which tiveye

authorized in this chapter is prohibited in the iS@onsin- ken
Minnesotaboundary waters with the exception of such nets 5% : . L
may be authorized by the department. Epecifications for the . 10- No licenseenay join his or her net to that of any other
nets operated undeontract with the department must be agredif€nsee.
uponbetween the states ofi¥¢onsin and Minnesota. (3) SEINES; SEASONS,CLOSED AREAS, SEINE RESTRICTIONS. In

(2) GILL NETS; SEASONS, CLOSED AREAS, GILL NET ResTRIic ~ theWisconsin-Minnesota boundawaters, no person may con

Tions. In the Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters, geyson ductcommercial fishing operations withe use of seines except
may conduct commercidishing operations with the use of gill IN the manner prescribed as follows:

nets,drive netting, deadset gill nets or driset gill nets exceptin (&) Seines of any size may be used year round in the waters of
the manner prescribed as follows: the Mississippi rivey Lake St. Croix and the St. Croix rivéown

streamfrom the U.S. highway 8 bridge located in St. Croix Falls,

; ; exceptfor the closed areas listed in pdts). and(c). No person
exceptior the areas listed in parfb) and(c). No person may ay use drive netting techniques including tee of airboats,

engagein drive netting of fish from the closed areas listed in p oats, plungers orother sound producing devices to drive fish
(b)- . . ) from the closed ares listed in pafis) and(c).
(b) No person may set or use gill nets in the.followmg areas: ) permanently closed areas. 1. Within 900 feet below any
1. Within 900 feet below any U.8orps of engineers lock or U.S. corps of engineers lock and dam on the Mississippi.river

(a) Gill nets may be used year round on the Mississiper,

damon the Mississippi riyer _ 2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county
2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county 3. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Round
3. All of upper pool 8. lakeslying in Trempealeau county
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4. Lagoon, which is located on Barron island within ¢be 5. In upper pool 8, the Black river from the Onalaska 9-foot
poratelimits of the city of LaCrossegs well as the connecting spillway dam downstream to the Soo Line railroad bridge.
waterwaysouth to state highway 16. (c) Seasonally closed areas. 1. Pool 4, between river mile 780

(c) Seasonally closed areas. 1. Pool 4, between river mile 780and 797, closed from March 1 through May 31.
and797, closed from March 1 through May 31. 2. In lower pool 8, BIufSlough from 7th Streetownstream

2. In upper pool 8, the Black river from the Onalaska 9—fodb where Bluf Slough enter®unning Slough, closed from April
spillway dam downstream to the Soo Line railroad bridge, closé® through October 30.
from April 15 through October 30. (d) Each licensee is limited to 8 setlines with not to exceed a

3. In lower pool 8, BlufSlough from 7th Streatownstream total of 50 hooks on each line or 4 setlines with not to exdéééd
to where Bluf Slough enterRunning Slough, closed from April hookson each line.

15 through October 30. (e) No person may use frogs game fish, whether dead or
(d) A commercial fisher and his or her crew members may ralive, or any part of a frog or game fish as bait on a setline in the
removemore than 100 pounds of catfish per seine haul from thMississippiriver.
Saturday nearest October 1 to April 30. (f) There shall be a buoy at each end of every setline. The
(e) A commercial fisher and his or her cravembers may not buoysshall have ataf extending at least 3 feet above the surface
takemore than 100 pounds of catfish per dageines regardless of the water Upon the upper end of each &there shall be a flag
of the number of seine hauls done in ong ffayn the Saturday atleast 10 inches square. Upon the bowl of each buoy there shall
nearest October 1 through April 30. be maintained in plain figuréhelicense number of the licensee.
(f) A commercial fisher ankis or her crew members may only  (g) Setlines shall be marked byreetal tag which is stamped
take 100 pounds of catfish from a seine haul even if the seine htaubesignatehe number of the license issued to the commercial

takesmore than one day to complete. fisherusing the setline. The tag shall be attached to the buoy or
(g) Shovelnose (hackleback) sfepn may not be taken staff at one end of the setline so that the tag will be visible above
seines. the surface of the water

(h) Seines may not be drawn, lifted or operateainy manner (h) Setlines set in open water shall be lifted and all fish
betweerone—-half hour after sunset and one—half hour before sigmovedat least once each day following the day set.

rise without permission of the department. (i) Setlines may not be set, lifted, hauled or operated in any
Note: Contact a local departmertnservation warden or fish manager to requesmannerbetween one—half hour after sunset and one hour before
prior permission. sunrisewithout prior permission of the department.
(i) A seine may not be used as a drift net at any time. Note: Contact a local departmernnservation warden or fish manager to request

() All game fish that are not commercial fish and all fish th&f'°" Permission. . .
arelisted in chNR 27as endangered or threateispdcies thatare (), Setlines may not be setin a manner wiicitks of more
takenin seines shall be immediately returned to the water with n“/athewidth of any slough, bay or chanrelany type of boat
little injury as possible as soon as they appear ipeeation. traffic.
Seinesmay not be bagged in a manner that causes eitherfighme (k) Shovelnose (hackleback) sieon 25 inches and over in
thatare not commercial fish or fish that are liste¢dh.NR 27as lengthmay be taken.
endangeredr threatened species to die while bagged in the net.(L) Game fish and other fish that are listed inNR. 27 as
The presence of dead game fish that are not commercial fishepidangeredr threatenedpecies which are taken by setline shall
deadfish that are listed in ciNR 27as endangered or threateneghe immediately returned, carefully and with as little injury as pos
species in a seine bag shall be prima facie evidence of a violaigiile to the water from which they were taken.
of this paragraph. Rough fish that are not listed il\gh 27 as (5) BUFFALO AND FRAME NETS. NO person may use liafo or
endangerear threatened species and commercial fish that age menets
baggedas part of a seine haul may not be held in any bag, seine '
or other type of live box for more than 24 hours without priof per_ (6) SLAT AND TRAMMEL NETS. NO person may use slat or tram
missionfrom the department. mel nets. o

Note: Contact a local departmessnservation warden or fish manager to request  (7) INCIDENTAL TURTLE CATCH. Turtles taken incidental to
prior permission. licensedoommerci&fishing gperatiors may be ppssessgand ld.

(k) Seines may not be set or operated in a manner that willistory: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; am. (1) (nNRegister,

Z _ i cember1981, No. 312eff. 1-1-82; am. (1) (n) and (dRegister December1989,
shut-off more than one-half the width of any Channel’ bay (ﬂg. 408 eff. 1-1-90; r and recr(1) (n) and (o)Register October 1991, No. 430

oy e OGSt S S
(L) No seine may be set or operated within 1,000 feet of aftiyro.), (b) and (f), am. (1) (a), (9). (). () and (k), &) (cf), (cm), (e) an 0 (7),

other commercial fishes gill net, frame net or seine. gfn}:%;“gé)(?,%:gi‘gtgﬁ)ﬁﬁ.%%'ggﬁg‘gf%’g{ ﬁgg’l ne ifﬁe_%zl;%{,%'l%%gggglnf(lf)
(m) No licensee or crewmember may join a net to that of anyintro.), (b), (cf), (i), (2) (d) 7., (3) (L)..rand recr(1) (L) Register December 2010

otherlicensee. No.660 ef. 1-1-11.
(4) SETLINES; SEASONS,CLOSEDAREAS, SETLINE RESTRICTIONS. Subchapter IV — Turtles

In the Wisconsin—Minnesota boundary waters, no person may

conductcommercialfishing operations With.the use of setlines NR21.13 Turtles. (1) APPLICABILITY. This sectiorapplies

exceptin the manner prescribed as follows: to the taking and possession of turtles in thésddhsin—
(a) Setlines may be used in _th/aters of the Mississippi river Minnesotaboundary waters.

from the Saturday nearest April 1 to October 31, except for the (2) SEASONS; POSSESSIONAND DAILY BAG LIMITS. NO person

closedareas listed in pargb) and(c). may take turtles on the 1&tonsin-Minnesota boundauyaters

(b) Permanently closed areas. 1. Within 900 feet below any exceptduring the open season established in @)b.For the pur
U.S. corps of engineers lock or dam on the Mississippi river poseof Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary water turtle harvest, the

2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county possessioffimits are the same as the daily bag limits.

3. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Round(3) ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS. No person may do any of the
Lakeslying in Trempealeau county following:

4. Lagoon, which is located on Barron island within ¢be (a) Take, possess aontrol a turtle unless the person is in-pos
poratecity limits of LaCrosse, as well as the connecting waterwasessiorof a valid approval whichuthorizes the hunting of small
southto state highway 16. gameor which authorizes fishing, unless otherwise exempt under
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ch. 29, Stats., from the need to possess onenofe of these i

approvalsto hunt or fish. P (bm)tuBrt'fend'”gs None ° None
(b) Take turtles by methods other than hoop net turdps )

complyingwith par (c), hand, hook and linéyooking or inciden ~ © Ar:'o‘t’tl?si‘;é“;ées J,‘j‘g’vlggo Sin total None

tal to commercial fishinguthorized under this chapter by a fisher ) catened or )

possessing valid license issuaghder s29.523 29.526 29.529 endangered in
Stats. ch. NR 27

(c) Use a hoop net turtle trap to trap turtles, except when takes) Turties inciden ~ Continuous None None
by a licensed commercial fisher unde28.523 Stats., incidental tally taken in

to fishing authorized under those licenses, unless it complies with licensed com
all of the following criteria: g";gf;‘i'ofr'fsh'”g

1. 1ltis Cons_trUCt,ed with no less than 6 inch streterasure History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; r and recrRegister,
meshnet as defined in IR 25.02 (28) February,1997, No. 494ef. 3-1-97;CR 09-051cr. (3) (i) and (jRegister June

i i 2010No. 654 ef. 7-1-10;CR 10-053am. (3) (aRegister December 2010 N&60
2. The net is nylon or other stretchable fabricire¥hay not off. 1-1-11; CR 14-025.¢r (4) (bm)Register May 2015 No. 718F, 6-1-15.

beused.

3. Itis constructed with funnel entrance at one or both ends h iai

. ; ' ) ; rvV — General Provision
which are tied dfto the sides or the opposite ends. The opening Subchapte General Provisions
in the funnel may be round or oval. NR 21.14 Transportation of fish and turtles. (1) Any

4. ltis designed and set so the closed sides sit horizontapiieperlylicensed resident or nonresident holder of an angling or
thewater commercialfishing license from the state of Minnesota having

Note: There is no restriction on the size of the trap itself or the number of hod@Wfully takenfish or turtles in the boundary waters described in

usedin its construction. this chapter during the open season therefary land on the \&-

(d) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless it is placed on the bedcensinside of thesaid boundary waters and shall transport such
the stream, riverlake or pond so that a minimum inches of fish with him to the state of Minnesota kye most convenient,
thetrap is above the watsrsurface. practicableroute. (23.1, 29.041, 29.045)

o History: Cr. RegisteyF 1979, No. 27geff. 3-1-79.
(e) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless it is checked and théistory: Cr Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79
entrappecdtontents removed at least once each day NR 21.15 Fish refuges. (1) No person may take, catch,

(f) Place, use or tend more than 10 hoop net turtle traps. disturb, kill or fish for fish of any variety in any manner from

ch 15 through April 25 both dates inclusive, in, on or along the
(g) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless a stamped or engra%igwing described water areas: (23.09)

metaltag,bearing the name and address of the operator of the t la) La Crosse county. (No. 32)That part of the Mississippi

gb(t)r:/eevligtglrls;n(Ijalr;%?te)llgeeétl;ﬁﬁéf:d in & mannat is visible river beginning at the Onalaska damthe city of Onalaska, and
h Pl tend a h ¢ turtle tr r remov (Iatxtendlngdownstream for a distance of 300 feet.
ent(ra)ppec?:((:)%teunstg L?rzleig thzt pcf)ec;gs?tﬁe gpe?ato?ﬁ)dgntiﬁedoor? 8(2) No person may taken, catdisturb, kill or fish for fish of
any variety from March 1 to April 30 within 30f2et below the

the?rap tag. o following structures unless posted open with department signs:
(i) Placeset or use a hoop net turtle trap within 200 feet of any (a) Buffalo county. (No. 6) Dam 4 at Alma.

flshyvay,lock or dam, ) ) (b) Pierce county. (No. 48) Dam 3 at Red M§.
(J) Place, $et or use any hOOK and |In§, setllne or bank pole fafistory: Cr. Registey February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79; emey. ct (3) (a), f.
takingturtles in a manner or at atigne during which these meth 4-5-80.

odsare not allowed for taking fish under $§R 20.06andNR NR 21.16 Taking of fish by and for the department.

2012 Nothing in this chapter prohibits the department by contract or
(4) SEASONSAND LIMITS: otherwisefrom carrying out its management of these boundary
Open Daily bag waters as requiredby the law or department policy23.09,
seasons and 29401,29421, 29424, 29417)
(both dates  possession History: Cr. Register February1979, No. 278eff. 3-1-79.
i inclusive limit ize limi
Turte Spe?'es ) .Slze “rﬁ"t - NR21.17 Conflicting rules. ~Where there are d&frences
(a) Snapping turtle J,‘\Jl'y 120‘0 10 ig _'“CE minimum in elements of the boundawaters regulations of Minnesota and
ov. op sholl moseured from  Wisconsin,anglers, commercial fishers and persons takirties
front to back shallcomply with the regulations dffie state in whose territorial
watersthey are fishing in or taking turtles.
(b) Softshell turtle  July 15 to 5 None History: Cr.Register February1979, No. 278ef. 3-1-79;CR 10-053am.Reg-
Nov. 30 ister December 2010 No. 666ff. 1-1-11.
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